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recalled making calls to Ickes on that date, and could not identify the likely subject matter of the

calls.  Babbitt and Ickes’s logs for April 4, 5 and 6, 1995, suggest that Babbitt, Duffy and Ickes

were trading calls then, but at least some of these calls more likely related to the application of

the Mashantucket Pequot Indians of Connecticut to take land into trust, the approval of which

was announced by DOI on May 1, 1995.  Ickes recalled that he may have asked Duffy to meet

with the Pequots about that matter.  See infra at 362.  The April 6 message on Ickes’s log from

Duffy contains a handwritten notation by Ickes that includes the name “Lieberman” – an apparent

reference to Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D-Conn.), who was active in negotiations concerning the

dispute relating to the Pequot application.  Babbitt testified that while unsure of the subject of

these telephone calls, he was aware of no other DOI matter in which Lieberman was involved.  In

any event, Babbitt denied speaking to Ickes about the Pequot matter, and Ickes had no

recollection of discussing it with Babbitt.  Collier also denied knowing that Babbitt and Duffy

were exchanging calls with Ickes or the reason for any communication.  

Regarding Sibbison’s conversations with White House employees, Collier and Duffy

denied any recollection of her reporting back to them about the substance of the calls until July

1996.  Interior employees questioned about the conversations uniformly told investigators that

they did not believe it improper to have shared with White House personnel a preliminary

decision by DOI staff that had not yet been finalized.  Sibbison also noted to investigators that

the information she conveyed was not confidential in a legal sense, but that it just did not make

sense for the information to be publicized given that it was subject to change.  Sibbison

emphasized that her answers to Ickes’s staff might have been different if she had known that the

White House intended to share the information with others outside of the government.  Babbitt


